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IT’S OVER TO YOU...
The council, working with tenants and leaseholders, is
looking at creating a Community Housing Trust – a new
organisation dedicated to running your housing service.

Under the scheme, the council would still be your land-
lord and would still set your rent. The new trust would
look after the day-to-day management of your home.

The Tory council has not made it clear to tenants and
leaseholders why it wants to do this, or, more importantly,
what benefits are in it for you.

Your Labour councillors have so far supported this 
initiative on the basis that it has the potential to offer
better services and hand more control to the local 
community. However, we believe that more time and
care is needed to ensure local residents understand 
exactly what the council is proposing.

Here are a few things you might want to consider:

Is there room for improvement in your 
housing service?

Do you think that the council concentrates
more time and effort on its other services 
and not enough on housing? 

Do you feel your housing service is too far 
removed from you as a customer?

Do you want to have a clear and influential
role in deciding the level and quality of
service you receive?

3 If you have answered ‘yes’ to all the above 
questions this new style of housing service
could be for you.

You deserve the very
best housing service
that the council can
provide, and this new
Trust needs to be 
organised with your
best interests at heart.

Cambridge Road Estate –
regeneration ploughs ahead
The Cambridge Road Estate is going to be regenerated, with plans
being developed to rebuild and update most of the estate. 

Your local Labour councillors are keeping a close eye on this to
make sure that the council keeps local residents well informed and
listens to residents’ concerns.

This regeneration proposal is separate from the Community 
Housing Trust proposal already mentioned, but we are finding that
local residents are, understandably, getting confused between the
two schemes.

The Tory administration is rushing headlong into all these new 
initiatives. We need to make certain everyone understands what
is being proposed and that the proposals are given the time and
due consideration required to ensure that they are executed to
the highest possible standard. 

There is very little unused housing land available to
build new homes in Kingston and there are;

8,500 people on our local housing waiting list, 
many in desperate need

100+ families currently in bed and breakfast 
accommodation and the list grows weekly

We want to see both council housing and genuinely
affordable housing in any council regeneration 
proposals. We also need to do everything we can to
help local residents’ children and their families get a
decent home.

A NEW COMMUNITY HOUSING TRUST? 
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TO PUT THE BOOT 

INTO COUNCIL TENANTS 

New government legislation 
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The council will need to cut nearly £4 million off your
housing services with the Tory government forcing rents
down by 1%. A rent reduction may sound great but your
services will be badly cut;   

Kingston Council will be forced to sell as many as 40% of
its homes that come vacant, instead of renting them to local
families, to compensate Housing Associations who are
now going to sell their properties to sitting tenants;

Tenants earning more than £40,000 a year will be forced
to pay full market rent to stay in their council home;

Housing benefit for 18 to 21 year olds will stop so 
grown up children will be forced to remain living with
their parents;

The new reduction in the benefit cap from £26,000 to
£23,000 in London (including Kingston) means more
families falling into debt and even poverty.  About 63%
of council tenants receive housing benefit;

More and more local families in housing need will be
forced to leave Kingston to live in cheaper areas a long
way away from family and friends and local jobs and
schools. Even Boris Johnson called this social cleansing.

At a recent council meeting I called on the whole council to
unanimously oppose these heartless changes and there
was not so much as a squeak from any Tory or Liberal 
Democrat councillor. 
So much for our caring council !

You said:
Too many of your local street signs were
old and hard to read.

We’ve had several local street and
road signs renewed. We’re also
having several new trees planted

in local streets. 

You said:
Do something about activities for the local
children at Searchlight Youth Centre.

We have council funding to 
put on sports activities called
Streetgames. 

We also have an after-school club for years
6 and 7 every Tuesday from 3.30 to 6pm in
term time; call Helen for more detail on
07771 838 341 or 0202 8547 6786.   

You said:
There are far too many potholes in the
roads around the Cambridge Road Estate. 

We’ve got the Council to resurface
several of the local roads. 

Sheila Griffin
sheilag@labour.org.uk
Phone: 020 8399 2325

Linsey Cottington
linseyc@labour.org.uk
Mobile: 07887 846 193

Contact your local Labour councillors

ARE HERE TO HELP YOU

YOUR LABOUR COUNCILLORS

We
did

We
did

We
did

by Cllr Linsey Cottington

The Tory government is taking 
over the control of our council 
housing through budget cuts and 
unfair legislation.
Here are some of their very nasty plans:
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